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The special issue of  the peer-reviewed journal Frontiers in Sociology, focuses on the link between austerity politics, 
social inequality and the rise of  populism. It is part of  the outreach activities for the project Canada-Europe Dia-
logues on Democracy: Democratic deficit and the rise of  populism in Europe (CEDoD). CEDoD is co-funded by 
the Erasmus+ Programme of  the European Union, housed at the Centre for Global Studies, and was carried out 
under the framework of  the EU-Canada Network (www.eucanet.org) at the University of  Victoria (2018-2020).  
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Title of  the special issue:  
A Decade After the Collapse: Financial Crises, 
Austerity, and Their Responses

Description: A decade and more after the global finan-
cial crisis disrupted economies and plunged several 
states into social and political turmoil, the time is right 
for researchers to stop and take stock. The crisis – or 
indeed serial crises – prompted states in Europe and 
North America to enact a host of  disparate measures 
to stabilize their economies and their societies. In some 
states, the tool of  choice was that of  fiscal austerity; 
drastically reducing public spending while engaging in 
structural reforms designed to deregulate, and thereby 
stimulate stagnant national economies. This approach 
was controversial to say the least, and it drew strong 
criticism, not only from opposing political parties, but 
from whole segments of  society as well. The Special 
issue examines how the financial crises reshaped or 
re-articulated the goals and visions of  both populist 
right-wing and left-wing politics, and to study what 
relationship – if  any – austerity has to the rise of  
xenophobic, nationalist, and reactionary movements in 
Europe and North America.

Articles: 

•	 Maria Sigridur Finnsdottir,  The Costs of  Aus-
terity: Labor Emigration and the Rise of  
Radical Right Politics in Central and East-
ern Europe. 

•	 Edwin Hodge, The Sovereign Ascendant: 
Financial Collapse, Status Anxiety, and the 
Rebirth of  the Sovereign Citizen Movement 

•	 Oliver Schmidtke, Politicizing Social Inequal-
ity: Competing Narratives From the Alter-
native for Germany and Left-Wing Move-
ment Stand Up 

•	 Helga Hallgrimsdottir, Ari Finnsson and Emma-
nuel Brunet-Jailly1 Austerity Talk and Crisis 
Narratives: Memory Politics, Xenophobia, 
and Citizenship in the European Union 

•	 Maximilian Conrad, From the Eurozone Debt 
Crisis to the Alternative for Germany

Website:  
https://www.frontiersin.org/research-topics/9449/a-decade-after-the-col-
lapse-financial-crises-austerity-and-their-responses#articles

http://www.eucanet.org
https://www.frontiersin.org/people/u/693071
https://www.frontiersin.org/people/u/921170
https://www.frontiersin.org/people/u/921170
https://www.frontiersin.org/research-topics/9449/a-decade-after-the-collapse-financial-crises-austerity-and-their-responses#articles

https://www.frontiersin.org/research-topics/9449/a-decade-after-the-collapse-financial-crises-austerity-and-their-responses#articles
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Book Publication

This book publication is part of  the outreach activities for the project “Canada-Europe Dialogues on 
Democracy: Democratic deficit and the rise of  populism in Europe” (CEDoD). CEDoD was co-funded 
by Erasmus+ Programme of  the European Union, housed at the Centre for Global Studies, and based on the 
CEDoD conference “Democracy and its Futures”, March 2019. It was carried out under the framework of  the 
EU-Canada Network (www.eucanet.org) at the University of  Victoria. 

Title: Democracies And Their Futures

Publisher: Routledge, Series on Advances in Democratic 
Theory; Paulina Tambakaki and Lasse Thomassen ; 
Editors: Pablo Ouziel, Keith Cherry, Jeanne Morefield, 
Joshua Nichols, David Owen, James Tully
 
Table Of  Contents: 

I.  Democratic Ethos 

1.	 Animating the Democratic Spirit 
Anthony Simon Laden, University of  Illinois at Chicago 

2.	 Democracy and Respect in Civil and  
Civic Modes 
David Owen, University of  Southampton  

3.	 Democracy in a Provisional Key 
Lasse Thomassen, University of  Copenhagen,  
Queen Mary University of  London 

4.	 The Bewilderment Response: knowing and 
not-knowing in democracies 
Anoush F. Terjanian, University of  Ottawa 

II.  Representative Democracies

5.	 Agonistic Representative Democracy in Europe,  
Chantal Mouffe, University of  Westminster 

6.	 Democracies Can Perish Democratically Too: 
Brazilian Democracy on Edge 
Boaventura de Sousa Santos, University of  Coimbra 

7.	  Democracy and Community: Exploring a 
Contested Link in Light of  the Populist  
Resurgence 
Oliver Schmidtke, University of  Victoria 

8.	 Against Populism. Radical Democracy and the 
(Re-) configuration of  Community,  
Robin Celikates, FU Berlin  

9.	 Beyond Liberal Democracy: Exile, history, and 
the politics of  reflection 
Jeanne Morefield, University of  Birmingham  

10.	 What the Tree Canopies Know:  
On Deparochializing Western  
Representative Democratic Traditions 
Rebeccah Nelems, University of  Victoria

http://www.eucanet.org
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III.  Indigenous Democracies

11.	 Gitxsan Democracy: On its Own Terms 
Val Napoleon, University of  Victoria 

12.	 Democratic Futures and the Problem of  Settler 
States: An Essay on the Conceptual Demands 
of  Democracy and the Need for Political Histo-
ries of  Membership 
Joshua Nichols, University of  Alberta 

13.	 Connected by Wild Salmon: Indigenous Move-
ments and interventions into settler colonial 
relations in the Pacific Northwest 
Stacie Swain, University of  Victoria 

14.	 Like a Brick through the Overton Window: 
Re-Centering Our Politics, From the House of  
Commons to the Tiny House 
Phil Henderson, University of  Victoria 

15.	 Lessons from Non-State Societies for the Revi-
talization of  Democracy 
Jeremy Webber, University of  Victoria

IV.  International/Global Democracies

16.	 Gridlock: The Overlapping Crises of  Democra-
cy, Globalization and Global Governance 
David Held, Durham University 

17.	 The Contested Freedom of  the Moderns: Con-
ceiving Norm Contestation as the ‘Glue’ for 
Re-Ordering the Globalised World 
Antje Wiener, University of  Hamburg & University of  
Cambridge 

18.	 Conditional authority as a mechanism for  
‘joining hands’ across democratic traditions 
Keith Cherry, University of  Victoria

V.  Local/Global Participatory Democracies

19.	 Unwalling Citizenship  
Fonna Forman, University of  California San Diego, 
Centre of  Global Justice 

20.	 Gaia Democracies 
James Tully, University of  Victoria


